
Week 8        
Looking backwards and forwards 
 

Assembly- Head Teacher Mr Braithwaite 

Introduction 

This week we are looking at the positives we can find in looking backwards, to 

see were we may have got things wrong, then trying to take a positive look at 

how we could do better in the future. 

Bible reading 

     Isaiah 41:10 
10 Do not be afraid—I am with you! 

    I am your God—let nothing terrify you! 

I will make you strong and help you; 

    I will protect you and save you. 

 

In life everyone will make mistakes, but we should all desire to use our 

mistakes for good and learn from them. Ask yourself are you gaining wisdom 

from your mistakes? 

Sometimes our own mistakes are a reason for trials and tribulations that happen 

in our life. But the most important thing is that we learn from them and try to 

improve in life to do better 

God teaches us to learn from what we get wrong in life and ask for forgiveness 

in prayer. We are to grow in faith and get stronger in the Lord so we can make 

fewer mistakes. As a child grows and gets wiser we’re to do the same in Christ. 

Assembly theme      Image of the ancient Roman god, Janus 

 

 

https://biblereasons.com/reasons-for-trials/


Explain that this is the Roman god, Janus. He was the god of beginnings and 

endings, and his image appeared on places like gates, doors and doorways. 

 

Beginnings and endings are the theme for our assembly today. We have just begun 

a new school year. Beginning something new can make us reflect on what has 

passed. 

 

First, let’s think about endings. Whether it is the ending of a great film that you 

really enjoyed, the end of a cup of tea or even the end of someone’s life, these are 

things that we can all relate to. Think about the feelings associated with endings: 

sadness, disappointment and a sense of deflation. 

 
Look back over the school year that has just gone. How was it for you? Was it a 

good year full of fulfilled promise and excitement, or was it a really difficult year 

that had many challenges? I guess for most of us, there was a mixture of good and 

bad. 

 

The start of a new school year is an excellent chance for us to look back over the 

year that has just gone. What could we have done better? How could things have 

been changed? What could we have done to make things different? 

 

We know that we cannot remain in the past – people and things that do that never 

move on, and are left behind. 

 

 

Instead, let us look now to the future, like our double-headed god, Janus, whose 

name, incidentally, is the reason that the month at the start of the year is named 

January. January can be a time for looking backwards, and also for looking 

forwards, just as the start of an academic year is a time for looking backwards and 

forwards. For we are now standing on the threshold of a new and exciting school 

year. 

 

Look ahead to all the possibilities and opportunities that this year has in store. For 

some of you, your GCSEs and going to college; for others, trips abroad, sporting 

events, family events, school trips, amazing lessons . . . there are so many 

possibilities. 

 

We hold this year in the palm of our hands. We have in our control the things that 



often cause us regret when we look back - the way we did or did not behave, or 

how we are with others. Maybe in a year’s time, we could look back on this year as 

our best year ever! I really hope for us all that it is. 

 

Prayer 

 

Dear God, 

When I look back, allow me to see the positive in my actions rather than to be sad at 

what I have left undone. 

Let me be able to see where I could have done better, but also to look back and 

reflect on what brought me to that place. 

As I look forward, allow me to be positive, to see that the new school year is all 

before me, and that what I do makes a difference. 

Whether it is looking forwards to the future or back to the past, give me the 

strength to go on. 

Amen. 

 

School Prayer 

Eternal God, who watches over us all, grant that the friendships formed 
between us here may never through sin be broken, nor hereafter through 
worldly cares be forgotten; but that bound together by the unseen chain of 
Your love, we may be drawn nearer to You, and nearer to one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 

Happy half term and stay safe 
 

Miss Quinn 

 

 

 


