
Week 24        What is the meaning of Easter? 
Introduction  

We are going to explore why the story of Jesus death and resurrection is 

the absolute centre of Christian belief in the next three weeks to Easter. 

So, as we draw closer to Easter, we all understand why Jesus while he 

was with us. 

Bible Bit 

Matthew 20:17-19 Good News Translation (GNT) 

Jesus Speaks a Third Time about His Death 

17 As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside and spoke to them 

privately, as they walked along. 18 “Listen,” he told them, “we are going up to Jerusalem, 

where the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the teachers of the Law. 

They will condemn him to death 19 and then hand him over to the Gentiles, who will make fun 

of him, whip him, and crucify him; but three days later he will be raised to life.” 

 

    

Youtube – The story of Jesus in 4min 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3UKd6LQKng  
 
Collective worship 
 
 Ask yourself to imagine you had been blamed for something you did not 

do, and this has resulted in you being sent to prison. What punishment 

would you like to give to the person who had set you up?  

 

2 Probably you would not forgive the person who blamed you and sent 
to prison. 

 

• Asking for God’s forgiveness – and the forgiveness of others – is admitting 

that we have done things that are wrong that have hurt God or people, that 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3UKd6LQKng


we are not perfect and that we need love, help and patience from those 

around us and grace from God. 
• Forgiving others – including ourselves – is remembering this when others 

hurt us and being willing to offer the same love, help, patience and grace to 

others. 

• Both these things are hard – and they both need the same sort of brave 

person with a soft heart. 

Action 

 Decide on one thing that they need to do as a result of today’s session. You 

might like to think about:  

• Say sorry to someone they have offended and seek their forgiveness. 

• Forgive someone who has hurt them and look for practical ways to be 

reconciled. 

• Find out more about the forgiveness that Jesus offers which enables us to 

have a restored relationship with God – perhaps by reading Mark’s Gospel. 
• Attend church or youth group this Easter and use this opportunity to 

thank and praise God for his forgiveness and for Jesus’ death on the 

cross. 

 
Prayer 

 

 


