
 

 
In 1748, our school was founded.  We celebrate its history every year at our 
Commemoration Service and this year was no different.  The school made its way 
to Bury Parish Church to sing hymns from the various eras of the school, to thank 
God for all those who have supported the school in the past and do so today, and 
then to look forward to the future.  We appointed our new prefects, senior prefects 
and senior school officers.  In the coming academic year Niall Hall (Head Boy), 
Emily Jones (Head Girl), Ivan Noden (Deputy Head Boy), and Amber Walker 
(Deputy Head Girl) will be our senior school officers. 

The Commemoration 
Service is followed by our 
Sports Day.  This year was 
Mr Connolly‟s first sports 
day and he introduced 
some additional activities to 
create an even more 
inclusive and engaging 
event.  Details of the day 
can be found in his Sports 
Day article in this 
grapevine.  Yet again, new 

school records were set and excellence in athletics was evident.  Congratulations 
go to all the event winners and to everyone who took part. 
 
We continue to have a global outlook in the learning we do here at Bury CE High 
School.  We recently said good bye to the first international work experience 
placement that the school has run.  A young lady from France came for a ten day 
placement with us. She enriched the lives of those she encountered and she 
benefitted from her visit too.  We also said farewell to Thibault, our British Council 
foreign languages assistant who returned to France having had a very successful 9 
months with us.  We were sad to see them both go because they brought our 
international dimension to learning alive.  Thibault wrote of the school “Thank you 
so much. I will never forget your kindness and your wisdom.” 
 
Our pupils recently visited our partner school in Riom, France.  They had a fantastic 
week staying with their French counterparts and enjoying a great experience of 
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French life.  The Auvergne region is superb and our friends at College / Lycee St Marie gave us a very 
warm welcome.  Pupils are also preparing to visit our partner school in South Africa.  They will be 
spending time exploring South Africa and going on safari.  They will also spend time at Grace School, in 
Sywabuswa, where they will get to experience education South African style.  This is the first visit of pupils 
to our partner school out there, following on from several successful staff visits in both directions.  The 
team who are going are very excited about building up our links with Grace School and we are looking 
forward to hearing about their time out there when we return in the new academic year. 
 
Yet again, Bury CE High School has proved a very popular choice with parents.  We have 162 places, 
however there are always extra‟s that come in through appeals and late applications.  We are 
oversubscribed with around 175 pupils at our new intake days.  Many parents clearly find what we have to 
offer in terms of an education where their children are both happy and able to excel, to be to their liking.  
We are delighted that we can offer so many children an education that seeks to bring the heart of God to 
the heart of learning. 
 
Our Year 11 pupils have completed their GCSE examinations.  The exhibition of pupils Art work which 
had been produced for the GCSE art and textiles course was well received by all who attended.  The 
quality of work was quite remarkable and provoked a full range of responses from those viewing it.  The 
examination sessions all passed without any problems this year, unlike last year when they were 
disrupted by the bombing of the Manchester Arena.  We acknowledged that event with the national 
silence, which was observed superbly by everyone in school.  We commissioned a small memorial garden 
to those affected by the bombing and this was dedicated at a service of remembrance led by the Rector of 
Bury Parish Church. 
 
Our new senior school officers represented the school at the Mayor making in Bury Town Hall.  They were 
delighted to be able to see the inauguration of the new Mayor of Bury.  It prompted them to invite the new 
mayor to visit our school in the Christmas term.  It also made them realise that their role in leading the 
school council was an important one, ensuring that pupil views are communicated clearly and accurately 
to the Head Teacher and, through him, to the governors.  
 
The Governors have completed their consultation on the extension of the school day.  As from the 1st 
September 2018, the school day will be extended by ten minutes on a Friday, so school will finish for 
pupils at 14:35 rather than 14:25 as happens at present.  Governors wish to thank all those who took the 
time to consider their proposals. 
 
As the end of another academic year draws nearer, may I wish you all God‟s blessing over the summer 
period.  May you be refreshed and blessed.  Thank you for your support of Bury CE High School over this 
year and we look forward to continuing working with you to let our light shine into 2018-2019. 

Revd C Watson 

YEAR 11 GCSE ART & DESIGN AND TEXTILES EXHIBITION 
 
The Art Department was delighted to once again host the annual Year 11 GCSE Art & Design and Textiles 
exhibition on the evening of Wednesday 16 May 2018 in school.  The range of work produced by our pupils 
included drawing, painting, printmaking, mixed media, textiles, batik, three dimensional work and pottery. 
Pupils, parents and friends of the school were able to view the artistic and creative skills and talents of our 
Year 11 GCSE Art & Design and Textiles pupils. 



SOCIETY FOR COSMETIC SCIENTISTS SCRUB UP ON SCIENCE COMPETITION!  
 
The Science Club entered a competition this term - we made 
our own bubble bath! 
 
We had to test different scents and lots of existing bubble 
baths that are already on the market.  We explored the 
colours and smells that are used by scientists to make 
different products for different customers- it was lots of fun! 
 
Then came the REALLY fun bit- making our own!  We used 
lots of different types of liquids that made our bubbles bigger, 
smaller or made them last for a long time.  We then had to 
test them out to see which one was the best.  Our results 
have been entered for a national competition.  Keep your 
fingers crossed for our entry. 

SPORTS REPORT 7 
 
Badminton Competition v Bury Grammar School for Boys 
19 students from Year 9 attended a friendly Badminton competition against Bury Grammar School for 
Boys.  The competition took place at Bury CE High School.  Timed games consisted of singles and 
doubles games with overall points scored being taken after every round of games.  The games were really 
close but finished 432 points to Bury Church and 444 points to Bury Grammar.  Well done to all the 
students who took part.  It is hoped in the next academic year that more regular fixtures for Badminton will 
take place each half term. 
 
Under 13's Boys Cricket 
The Under 13's Boys Cricket team played two games against Woodhey and Elton.  Bury CE High School 
beat Woodhey in a game where both teams bowled 16 overs.  Bury CE High School then beat Elton and 
this game came down to the final over with Bury CE High School winning by 1 run.   
 
Girls Rounders Results 
 
Monday 25 June:  Year 7, 8 and 9 AWAY @Gabs - Rounders.  
Year 8 & 9 Won. 
Year 7 lost by 1/2. 
 
Tuesday 26 June:  Year 7 Rally AWAY @ Phillips - Rounders. 
Lost against Phillips, Won against Monica's, Lost against Parrenthorn, Won 
against Gabs. 
Came Joint 2nd in our league.  
 
Tuesday 12 June:  Year 9 Rally AWAY @ Phillips - Rounders 
Drew against Bury Grammar, Lost against Parrenthorn, Lost against Phillips. 

ELECTION OF 
PARENT 
GOVERNOR 
  
Governors at Bury CE 
High School received 
two nominations for the 
two vacancies of Parent 
Governor at the 
school.  Mrs Vicki 
Maguire and Mr Steve 
Gore were duly 
appointed to serve a 
four year term of office 
with effect from Monday 
18 June 2018. 



SPORTS DAY 2018 REPORT 
 

The 2018 Bury CE High School Sports Day took place on Tuesday 19 June in the afternoon.  This was a 
whole school event on the school field with all students either competing or spectating.  Some events had to 
take place on Monday 18 June.  It was fantastic to see so many students competing for their form groups.  
There was a great atmosphere on the school field for Sports Day 
2018.   
 

Form groups in each year group competed against each other 
with a form group from every year group winning overall.  For the 
first time this year we also have an overall champion based on 
form groups from different year groups working together to gain 

points.  The forms that worked together 
from different year groups were all linked 
to 'Christian Sporting Role Models'. 
 

Some new and more inclusive events 
were introduced for Sports Day 2018 
with the sack race and tug of war taking 
place. 
 

Mr Dorey also returned to watch Sports Day 2018 and it was great to him see back 
at school following his retirement from teaching last summer.  Overall Sports Day 
2018 went really well and a big thank you must go to all the staff and students in 
school. 
 

The results and new school records are shown below: 
 

Year 7        Year 8       
1st: 7UG (KI) with 78 Points     1st: 8YL (PC) with 89 Points   
2nd: 7CG (BR) with 72 Points    2nd: 8RL (NB and CF) with 83 Points  
3rd: 7YG (DM) with 65 Points    3rd: 8BL (CHG) with 65 Points  
4th: 7BG (NM) with 60 Points    4th: 8UL (HJ) with 56 Points   
5th: 7RG (RKR) with 51 Points    Joint 5th: 8CL (SB and JF) and 8EL (AG) with 52 Points 
6th: 7EG (SW) with 50 Points 
Year 9        Year 10 
1st: 9RN (MC) with 88 Points    1st: 10RB (LWY) with 96 Points 
Joint 2nd: 9BN (HS) and 9UN (VP) with 79 Points Joint 2nd: 10BB (YA) and 10EB (TG) with 77 Points 
4th: 9YN (NP) with 69 Points     4th: 10UB (BT) with 72 Points 
5th: 9CN (JN) with 59 Points     5th: 10CB (LC) with 65 Points 
6th: 9EN (CRS) with 52 Points    6th: 10YB (T M) with 62 Points 

 

New School Records 2018 
Year 7 Boys Shot Putt: Andrew from 7YY (DM‟s Form) threw 8.85 metres.  The previous record was 8.82 
metres from 2002. 
  
Year 8 Girls 4 x 100 Metres: 8YL (PC‟s Form) ran 57.96 in the 4 x 100 metre relay.  The previous record 
was 57.98 from 1999.  The team consisted of Robyn, Beth, Gina and Abi. 
  
Year 10 Girls Discus: Leonie from 10CB (LC‟s Form) threw 25.10 metres.  The previous record was 23.51 
metres in 2017. 
  
Year 10 Boys 1500 Metres: Josh from 
10EB (TG‟s Form) ran 4.37 in the 1500 
metres.  The previous record was 4.38.10 
from 2000. 
 
Well done to all the students who took 
part in Sports Day 2018, who have 
attended extra-curricular PE clubs over 
this academic year and 
who have represented school at 
sport over this academic year. 



SPORTS RESULTS 
AND INFORMATION 
 
Girls Football Success 
Well done to Sophie, 
Esme and Hollie in Year 
9 who play for Bury FC.  
All three students won 
the Lancashire County 
Cup, South Manchester 
Girls League Challenge 
Cup, South Manchester 
Girls League, League 
Cup and came South 
Manchester Girls League 
Runners-Up all at 
U15s.  Well done also to 
Mrs Golding who 
coaches and manages 
the team.  They have all 
had a fantastic football 
season.  
  
Boys Rugby League 
Success 
Bury CE High School entered Rugby League teams from Year 7, Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10 into a Bury 
schools competition.  The games took place at Phillips High School.  Salford City Reds organised the 
games.  Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10 qualified for the next round of the competition at the AJ Bell Stadium 
in June.  The Year 7 team were really unlucky as they came joint second but missed out on the number of 
tries scored by 1 try.  All the students who attended were excellent.  The success is even more pleasing 
as we teach Rugby Union her at school.  Well done to all the students involved.    
 
Basketball Update 
Basketball Club is on every morning in the Sports Hall from 8am to 8.30am.  This club is open to all 
students.  Basketball training is on every Tuesday after school from 3.35pm to 4.35 in the Sports 
Hall.  Gary Davies who is an excellent Basketball coach is leading the Tuesday evening training sessions 
and we are lucky to have access to such an outstanding coach.  Our Year 9 Sports Leaders are also 
helping out at the Tuesday evening training sessions.  The Tuesday training is open to any students in 
Year 7 or Year 8.  The Bury schools Basketball competitions have now finished but we hope to organise 
some training games against other schools.   
 
Badminton Update 
Badminton club is on every morning in the Sports Hall from 8am to 8.30am.  This is open to all 
students.  Badminton club is on every Monday and Friday lunch in the Sports Hall and is again open to all 
students.  We are to arrange some friendly Badminton fixtures soon against other schools.   
 
Athletics Success 
Well done to Abi in Year 8 and Josh in Year 10 who were selected to represent Bury schools at the 
Greater Manchester Athletics Competition Saturday 9 June.  The standard to qualify for this competition 
was really high.  Abi competed in the 75 metre hurdles and come 3rd overall Josh competed in the 1500 
metres and came 3rd overall in his age group.  Well done to both Abi and Josh on their excellent 
achievements.   
 
Girls Rounders Results 
Year 10 played in a Rounders rally at Phillips High School.  The team came 3rd in their division. 
Year 7 played Rounders against Bury Grammar and there were some really close games against strong 
opponents.  Rounders practice is every Monday after school along with every Tuesday lunch for Year 7/8 
and every Wednesday lunch for Year 9/10. 

Mr P Connolly 



CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY GRADUATIONS 
 
On 20 June 2018, 93 primary students attended their 
graduation ceremony for Children‟s University at Bury 
Town Hall.  In total the students accumulated 25,199 hours 
of extra-curricular activities.  We had a guest speaker, 
Chloe Bennett, from Explode magazine who spoke of her 
journey from school, building a successful magazine 
company with her friends.  The atmosphere was fantastic 
and a great opportunity for parents, teachers and most 
importantly, the pupils to celebrate their hard work and 
commitment.  
 
Our secondary graduation will take place on 
Saturday 6 July at Bolton University at 12:30pm.  
We look forward to celebrating the success of our 
secondary students.  

MEMORIAL FOR THE MANCHESTER BOMB 
 
22 May 2018 marked a year since the MEN 
Manchester bomb, which devastated the lives of many 
from our community and further afield.  During the 
week, collective worship focused on the topic of 
reconciliation in order to provide an opportunity for 
reflection on the lives of those lost and also how to 
move forward from moments of great stress and 
bereavement.  In form time, pupils compiled prayers 
onto bee templates, in recognition of the symbol that 
had become synonymous with the attack.  This 
provided an opportunity for individual reflection and 
also a time for thought and prayer about the atrocity. 
The prayers were displayed in the main corridor and 
provided a focal point 
for pupils and staff 
alike.  In addition, a 
memorial garden was 
created by Year 11 
pupils.  The opening 
of the garden was 
presided over by 
Revd Heaton and 
attended by staff who 
prayed for the 
victims, their families 
and for Manchester 
and its surrounding 
areas.  We hope as a 
school community 
that we can forever 
remember the 
victims, but can also 
move forward in a spirit 
of love and 
reconciliation.  

2018 COMMEMORATION SERVICE AT        
BURY PARISH CHURCH 
 
On the 19 June 2018, we celebrated our annual 
Commemoration Service.  This service provided 
an opportunity to reflect on the history of our 
school and to give thanks for the school 
founders.  Pupils, staff and guests sang hymns 
which were taken from each era of the school, 
going back to the 18th century.  This was 
accompanied by the school band, who gave a 
resounding performance and an excellent 
accompaniment to the hymns.  Prayers were 
read by members of the school and enabled the 
congregation to reflect on our community and 
those elements that make it special.  
 
This service was also an opportunity for the 
Head Boy (Niall Hall), Head Girl (Emily Jones)
and deputies (Amber Walker and Ivan Noden), 
to receive their badges, along with the senior 
prefects and prefect teams.  They were asked 
to acknowledge their new roles and 
responsibilities in front of their peers and also 
the whole school.  It was a most enjoyable 
service and an opportunity to recognise the 
progression of members of the school 
community as they took on new roles and 
responsibilities.  

2018 COMMISSIONING SERVICE AT BURY PARISH CHURCH 
 
On the 10 May 2018, our annual Commissioning Service was held at the 
Parish Church.  This was an opportunity for pupils to reflect on their time at 
Bury CE High School, and the culmination of their Last Day celebrations 
before they left to commence their examinations.  The mood was 
reflective, yet optimistic and pupils joined in their final Holy Communion 
before leaving the school.  Prayers were read by pupils, asking the 
congregation to reflect on the future of the school, the local and national 
community and the wider world.  It was an appropriate moment to re-focus 
before making the next move in their educational and spiritual journey into 
the wider world.  



2018 FAITH TRAIL 
 
On Tuesday 3 July, Year 7 pupils visited several places of 
worship for the annual Faith Trail.  Pupils visited a 
Mosque, Hindu Temple and Church and the day provided 
an opportunity for pupils to gain an understanding of the 
features and uses of the places of worship.  This also pro-
vided an opportunity to meet members of different faith 
communities throughout north Manchester and engage in 
interfaith dialogue. This visit expanded on work that Year 
7 pupils had completed in Religious Education lessons, 
examining world religions and features of their worship.  
Some pupil responses to the trip were very positive: „I 
found the temple really interesting; I liked how the paint-
ing‟s eyes followed you around the room and how they were all so intricate.  I also found out that there are 
1.1 billion Hindus in the world today‟.  Another pupil commented „I was interested in how John Wesley 
founded the Methodist church in the 18th century and would like to find out more about it‟.  The Faith Trail 
provides an excellent opportunity to extend learning beyond the classroom and explore how other faiths 
express their devotion.  

SUMMER CONCERT 2018 
 

This year‟s summer concert took place on Thursday 
28 June.  A culmination of the work of the Music 
Department and peripatetic teaching staff from Bury 
Music Service, the concert featured performances of 
popular, jazz and classical music by the concert band, 
jazz band, string orchestra, choir, and soloists. The 
concert opened with the Latin-Jazz classic, Manteca, 
performed by the jazz band under the direction of 
Steve Jones.  Those in attendance were also treated 
to renditions of old favourites; Sweet Caroline, Puttin’ 
on The Ritz and Come Fly with Me, as well as pieces 
from the classical repertoire; Rossini‟s Overture from 
William Tell and Handel‟s Sarabande.  Soloists Gavin 
Carr and Owen Knott gave superb performances on 
trombone and cornet, respectively, and Caite Durack 
and Libby Mansergh delivered a very moving version 
of the duet For Good from the musical Wicked.  The 
choir brought the concert to a close with a lively vocal 
arrangement of Toto‟s Africa. 
 
Despite clashing with England‟s final group game 
against Belgium (bad/good planning, depending on 
your perspective), the concert was very well attended 
and received lots of positive feedback, including the 
following:  “I had to email you to say what an enjoyable 
evening last night’s music concert was.  The choir 
sang beautifully and all the different bands were 
brilliant.  It was quite emotional.  Please can you 
convey my thanks and appreciation to all the teachers 
involved in last night’s performances, in particular Mr 
Battye, Mr Foster and Mr Jones.  Their dedication and 
encouragement doesn’t go unnoticed by parents.“ 
 
We‟d like to extend our own thanks to everyone who 
attended the concert, to all the pupils who have 
contributed throughout the year, and to the parents 
who support and encourage their children in their 
musical development – evenings like Thursday‟s make 
it all worthwhile.  

Mr Battye and Mr Foster 

YEAR 11 LEAVERS PROM 
 

Tuesday 3 July was the Leavers Prom at the 
Village Hotel in Bury.  Pupils started to arrive in 
their fancy limo‟s and sports cars from 6pm, all 
done up and looking very smart and grown up. 
 
There was an element of tension in the air as 
England were set to kick off against Colombia in 
the World Cup, we gathered around our superbly 
laid out formal dining tables adorned with goodies 
courtesy from the ‟Friend‟ association.  The meal 

was 
excellent; a 
full 3 course 
meal was 
on offer.  
There 
followed a 
very tense 
penalty 
shootout as 

England at 
last won a 
competitive 
game on 
penalties.  
As one 
group 
watched 
the football 
another 
took to the dance floor, the Year 11‟s looked great 
and behaved impeccably, they were a credit to 
themselves and the school. 
 
I would like to give a big thank you to Mrs Howard 
& Mrs Astley for making the whole event work and 
thank you to the staff who joined us for a very 
memorable night. 

Mr S Wilkinson 


