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Bury Church of England High School is an outstanding church school.  So said the 
inspection report from our inspection which took place before the Easter holidays on 
the 14

th
 and 15

th
 March 2017.  The key findings of the inspection were that “the 

school‟s stated intention to encourage pupils to „Believe, Achieve, Inspire‟ drives the 
decisions that are made throughout the school so 
that pupils are academically and socially confident, 
and spiritually mature. Governors, the Headteacher 
and all staff model Christian values in the decisions 
that they make and the guidance that they provide.  
Adults and pupils create a caring school that is 
deeply rooted in the openly Christian ethos of this 
learning and worshipping community.  Collective 
worship is excellent and enables the community to 
pray together formally and informally. Worship 
allows individuals and groups to gather, reflect and 
grow in their own faith and spirituality.  Religious 
education is very well led, academically successful 
and enriches the lives of the pupils and their 
understanding of religion beyond the classroom.”  
We are very proud of our pupils, staff, Governors 
and of the school‟s achievement, and have received 
letters of congratulations from the Diocese of 
Manchester.  (The full report can be accessed on our web site). 
 
Recently, staff visited Moldova to establish a new international link through one of 
our partner Christian organisations, Worldshare.  We visited a number of projects 
run by the Moldovan Christian organisation „Beginning of Life‟ that included a range 
of social transformation projects.  Part of their work involves getting into schools to 
equip young people with the information that can help them avoid being caught up in 

people trafficking.  It is what we teach to our pupils through our 
Deeper Learning Days in our Personal, Health, Social, 
Citizenship and Enterprise (PHSCE) curriculum.  Bury CE High 
School staff taught lessons in both Romanian and Russian 
medium schools (the two languages of Moldova).  The style of 
teaching in Moldova is very different to England and in Sibirsky 

School, a Russian medium school, many teachers observed the lesson.  They 
reported that they had seen a number of techniques that had excited them and that 
they would look to use these approaches in their teaching.  In two schools, there 
was a „Skype‟ link between pupils in the school and pupils at Bury CE High School 
where the young people shared their experiences and knowledge of their countries.  
As a result of the visit, led by Mr Daniel-Sam, Bury CE High School was able to 
establish a formal link with Sibirsky School which will allow us to build our global 
dimension to learning into the deeper 
learning programme through PHSCE as 
well as across the school curriculum. 
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We are entering examination season and our 
Year 11 pupils had their Commissioning Service 
and end of course day at school recently.  This 
year group holds a special place in my heart 
because they joined Bury CE High School when I 
did, five years ago.  It has been good to see them 
around school in their multi-coloured „Smartie‟ 
hoodies and to share with them as they reflected 
on their time at the school.  Their final year group 
meal in the School Hall and subsequent 
consideration of the pupils who were thought to 
be „most likely to...‟ in the future made a fitting 
celebration of the end of the learning process of 
the last five years.  The Commissioning Service 
at Bury CE High School allowed us to commend 

them all to God and to ask his blessing on their endeavours as they now turn their attention to preparing 
for their GCSE examinations.  They have demonstrated that they have grown in character that reflects the 
Christian ethos of the school and will serve them well in life.  Our world will be the better for having them in 
it.  We send them out confident that they will make a positive contribution to God‟s world. 

Revd C Watson 

 
GUTEN TAG!  
 

Greetings from Germany.  It‟s been really exciting getting to know you all, and I‟ll be taking a few things 
home with me, one of which is the Bury twang, i.e. Didn‟t like that sandwich, it was „angin‟.  My English 
has both improved and changed – my „starf‟ is now my „stuff‟.  Taking part in school life for several weeks 
has made my English much more fluent.  I am now confident speaking English in social situations. 
 
One of the things I found most interesting was going to Communion – I‟m not used to real wine!  I found it 
really interesting to see the students actually taking part in the service; it made it feel accessible to 
everybody.  Doing Food Tech was also new for me, as we don‟t do this in Germany.  I really enjoyed my 
soft, squishy, gooey brownies! 
 

In English we studied Macbeth and I found that studying Shakespeare was actually quite fascinating.  
With everybody in school uniform, I found it difficult to recognise people, as this is another thing we don‟t 
have.  Having five lessons equal eight of my normal lessons was also something I had to adjust to, along 
with starting an hour later.  What I really liked was seeing people from different year groups talk to each 
other, which gave the school a comfortable atmosphere.  Through all of this, Megan, Esther and Scarlett 
helped me navigate my school day very well.  Megan used me to practise her German and I can say that 
she has improved.  Scarlett could be relied upon for a good banter, and Esther was always a calming 
presence for everyone. 
 

One of the highlights was my trip to Manchester University with Bethanie (Miss Walker‟s daughter).  I 
went to a lecture on shell shock, a symptom shown by many soldiers in the First World War.  It was great, 
and the lecturer turned out to be German!  Manchester City Centre was wonderful!  It was very original 
and unlike anything else I‟ve seen before, and it made me want to come back again to see the rest of the 
city.  My favourite was Affleck‟s Palace and Ziferblat.  Its name derives from the German and Russian 
word „Zifferblatt‟, which means clock face.  You pay by the minute to spend time there and get to eat as 
much food as you want, which is pretty amazing!  
 

When I go back home, I will be telling my friends that the stereotype of British people being polite is 
correct; it was really nice to hear people saying please, thank you and sorry to each other.  It made me 
feel valued. 
 

Overall, my time with Bury Church School has been a very informative, amusing, 
educational, interesting, entertaining, amazing, inspiring and unique experience.  
Thank you to you all and viel Glȕck!  



TOILET TWINNING 
 
We were extremely proud of the Year 7 pupils last 
term doing a sponsored silence.  They raised another 
£240 pounds for a block in Pakistan, making this our 
SIXTH toilet block twinned in the last four years, 
totalling £1440 for their charity 'Toilet Twinning' run 
by Tearfund.  
 
Good sanitation and clean drinking water are 
fundamental to communities.  Yet 1 in 3 people 
worldwide, don't have access to somewhere safe, 
private and hygienic to go to the toilet. 
 
Every minute a child dies from diarrhoeal diseases 
and 60% of all rural diseases are caused by poor 
hygiene and sanitation.  So well done Year 7 you 
probably don‟t realise it but you will have saved many 
lives with the toilet block you twinned, so lets see if we 
can raise another £240 for our seventh block. 

 
Miss Quinn  

 

MALAWI CLUB 
 
Last term the Malawi Club raised £440 for the 
children‟s home in Malawi, which we support in 
conjunction with PFJ (Passion for Jesus).  The money 
raised means that they will now be able to put a 
kitchen in the home.  We would like to thank all those 
pupils and staff who have worked so hard.  They 
organised a leg wax for male teachers and a hoola 
hoop contest, along with selling sweets.  So a big 
thanks to those who took part, and to the Malawi Club, 
which has 15 members from Years 7,8, and 9. 
 

Mrs Walker 

LANGUAGE LEADERS 
 
Our Language Leaders are going from strength 
to strength.  Following the success of their 
Language Clubs for Year 7 pupils last term the 
Language Leaders have now taught their first 
lessons.  Year 10 pupils involved in the 
programme have been going in to Year 7 French 
and German lessons to deliver 10-15 minute 
sections of a lesson.  The lessons have all been 
well planned and the delivery has been 
exceptional.  It is brilliant to see our Year 10 
pupils growing in confidence and developing 
their leadership skills as well as sharing their 
cultural and linguistic expertise with our younger 
learners. 

Megan and Libby said, “Recently, the Language 
Leaders have been working in lessons 
presenting and educating Year 7's on a chosen 
country.  As a result of this experience, we feel 
our confidence has grown as well as our team 
skills.  Furthermore, the exploration of different 
learning styles has enhanced the way we led 
and planned the lessons. we  feel that we have 
learned and taken a lot from this and look 
forward to continuing our work as Language 
Leaders”. 

THE LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT'S 
LANGUAGE TIP OF THE TERM 
 
Encourage your child to regularly go on a 
vocabulary learning website to bring their 
learning to life!  
 
Memrise.com and Quizlet are two of the 
most popular ones.  We recommend at least 
half an hour a week, although this should 
increase in Key Stage 4 to at least an hour a 
week.  The more vocabulary pupils get to know 
and practise, the 
easier the final 
GCSE exams will be 
for them.   
 
So get clicking! 

ROUTES INTO LANGUAGES 
 
Have you ever wondered about either getting 
recognition for another language you speak at home 
or learning another language on top of French and 
German?  Well, we are pleased to announce that Year 
8 pupils have the opportunity to attend a ‘Routes into 
Languages’ Enrichment Event at University of 
Manchester on 9 June 2017, which is an all-day 
event that answer these questions.  The event uses 
language tasters and cultural activities in less widely 
taught languages (e.g. Arabic and Mandarin) to 
encourage the learning of languages generally.  Come 
and speak to Mr Mulhearn or another member of the 
Language Department to discuss more or collect a 
letter with the event details! 



LANGUAGES IN THE NEWS 
‘Why foreign languages are key to the success of London’s financial industry’. 

The above headline recently featured as a headline in the London Economic.  

 
The article states that the financial sector is the UK‟s biggest 
exporting industry and London‟s position as the financial capital of 
Europe is under threat post-Brexit.  The financial sector powers much 
of the wider European economy and it will be vital to maintain these 
close ties with the continent -communicating in foreign languages is 
one way of doing just that. 
 
Businesses who can operate in more than one language open 
themselves up to wide array of opportunities that just aren‟t available 
to companies that only conduct business in English.  According to the 

All-Party Parliamentary Group on modern languages (APPG), the UK economy is already losing around 
£50 billion every year in lost contracts due to lack of language skills. 
 
Unsurprisingly, companies are increasingly reliant on highly skilled translators.  London Translations, an 
agency who specialise in financial translation, argue that “finance businesses need a translation partner 
who understands finance as well as they understand languages.” 

THE PARIS TRIP 
 
The city of Paris has long been synonymous with style and glamour.  A group of 75 students and 8 staff 
arrived on Saturday 1 April 2017 looking very tired after a 13 hour journey.  We managed to see most of 
what Paris had to offer; a cruise along the river Seine gave us the chance to see most of the sights and 
institutions, a drive down the impressive Champs Elysées, seeing one of Paris‟s famous landmarks the 
Arc de Triomphe, and the Eiffel Tower with its stunning architecture and breath-taking view.  It was 
definitely a highlight. 
 
Sacre Coeur was a personal highlight with its distinctive 
white dome and the view from the top was quite 
incredible.  The Sacre Coeur sits proudly next to 
Montmartre, a shopping district, this delighted Mrs Martin 
and Mrs Cooper who made the most of the hour busily 
shopping to their hearts content.  We couldn‟t go all the 
way to Paris and not spend time in Disneyland Resort 
Paris with its range of shows, roller coasters, rides and 
other attractions.  Everyone found more than enough to 
keep themselves entertained.  We arranged a character 
breakfast giving everyone the chance to meet the famous 
Disney characters, once they got over the initial shock 
that the booking was for 83! and not 8 or 3 we happily indulged ourselves. 

 
The Twilight Zone Tower of Terror was hilariously frightening for all 
those who bravely entered.  I‟m not sure that when Mr Redmond 
entered, he expected to exit nearly minus a finger from supporting a 
very frightened pupil.  Finding Nemo.  Well what can be said except 
Miss Chapman and Mr Hanson could not contain their excitement 
about “Finding Nemo” and they were determined to ride it.  It did 
prove difficult, due to a long wait because of a maintenance issue.   
Unfortunately this was short lived for Mr Hanson, Mr Pilkington, Mr 

Redmond and Mr Adjei as the ride never really got going when the ride began breaking down at the top of 
the of the highest point! 
 
Mrs Martin, Miss Isherwood , Mrs Cooper and Miss Chapman also broke down at the end and naturally 
took a selfie to record this event whilst Mr Hanson was busy saying his goodbyes and working out who to 
leave all his belongings to.  Luckily all survived to tell the tale and spent lots of time laughing and reliving 
the experience.  All staff would like to express what a truly fantastic time they had and hope all pupils 
treasure the friendships and memories they made during the trip. 

Mrs D Cooper 

http://www.londontranslations.co.uk/industry-sectors/finance/


BBC SCHOOL NEWS REPORT 
 
In March Bury CE High School took part in the BBC School News Report.  
A team of pupils from all year groups filmed a news bulletin containing 
news and sports stories at school.  It is an annual event organised by the 
BBC where hundreds of schools up and down the country take part.  
 
On the day, Revd Watson‟s Office was taken over with recording 
equipment, microphones and even a green screen!  Our anchor man and 
woman, Hannah and Garret, spent the morning filming the links to each 
news item included.  News stories included recent trips to Iceland and the 
theatre, the French Exchange and the recent fundraising for MIND.  In the 
afternoon our sports presenters, Bryn and Hannah, took their seats at the 
news desk to film the latest sports stories.  Headlines included an 
interview with Mr Guest about the London Marathon, interviews with 
pupils from the Year 8 football team and even a special tribute to Head of 
PE Mr Dorey.   Of course, a news bulletin wouldn‟t be complete without a 
weather report.  Katie and Ellen delivered an excellent overview of what 
weather to expect in Bury that week as well as weather where our partner 
schools are in Riom and Pakistan. 
 
The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the day.  It was a great experience, giving 
them a taste of what a career in Journalism, Media and TV would be like.  
The group worked brilliantly together.  I was particularly impressed with 
how well the pupils worked independently, writing their own questions for 
interviews, organising with staff and pupils times and places to film the 
interviews and practising their scripts so they were confident in front of the 
camera.  A big well done to everyone involved.  Below are some 
comments from the pupils involved: „The day was great! I really enjoyed 
the filming and everyone was really nice! I‟d definitely do it again.‟ Hannah 
Yr 11 (Anchor woman)  „The news report was fun and a new experience 
for us all. We loved it!‟ Katie & Ellen Yr 8 (Weathergirls) „The news report 
is an exciting opportunity for all years. Very fun!‟ Nathan Gorge Yr 11 
(Runner)  The news item has now been edited and is available on the 
BBC and school website to watch. 

Miss V Poff 

CAREERS FAIR 2017 
On the 22 March, Bury CE High 
School held their second annual 
Careers Fair evening.  There 
was a brilliant turnout for the 
event despite the rain and the 
England football match.  There 
were a total of 42 employers 
from different colleges, 
universities and businesses 
including the Army, Greater 
Manchester Police, Barclays 
and Holy Cross College.  One 
exhibitor said, “I was really 

impressed with the organisation of the event and the clear instructions I 
received beforehand.  The pupils who were helping out at the event were very 
polite and couldn‟t do enough for us - a real credit to your school.”  As well as 
excellent feedback from exhibitors we received very positive feedback from 
both parents and pupils.  One parent said, “Discovering more sixth form 
colleges besides Holy Cross and Bury College was helpful.  It‟s very important 
to help students see all the choices and opportunities available to them.  It was 
great to discover the two colleges in Bolton, as well as BRGS college and 
Salford UTC.  Thank you for the great event.”  Overall this year‟s Careers Fair 
was a great success.  Roll on next year! 

YEAR 8 
FOOTBALL 
TOURNAMENT 
 
Year 8 played a 7-a-side 
football tournament in 
March.  We came 
runners-up having played 
6 games with a record of 
5 wins and 1 loss.  
Unfortunately the loss 
resulted in them narrowly 
missing out to Elton who 
won all their games. 
 
Results: 
Bury CE 1-0 Woodhey 
Bury CE 9-0 Derby 
Bury CE 3-0 Tottington 
Bury CE 1-0 Broadoak 
Bury CE 6-2 St Gabriels 
Bury CE 0-2 Elton 



RACKING UP THE MILES ! 
 
Staff at Bury CE High School have been racking up the miles this year.  In March this year Mrs Brannon-
Barnett and Mrs Brownhill both completed half marathons and Mr Guest went even further to complete the 
London Marathon in April.  It has been a great opportunity to share our personal journey‟s with pupils and for 
them to see us working towards something we have struggled with and more importantly - stick to it until we 
finish! 
 

“I signed up for the Reading Half-marathon because I wanted to set myself a personal challenge and have a 
focus whilst also trying to improve my fitness.  Throughout my training I spoke to my classes about how my 
training compared to language learning.  Languages need to be learnt by setting a solid foundation building 
gradually on this.  I could already run 5km comfortably so to get ready for the half-marathon I just needed to 
keep adding to this distance little by little.  It took time and perseverance - I didn‟t expect to be able to do it 
overnight.  Hopefully they can apply the same principle to learning a language - little by little they‟ll achieve!  
Thank you to all the staff and pupils for their support.  I can‟t describe how proud I felt at the end of it!” 

Mrs H Brownhill 
 

“I've been running now for a few years but I'd never entered an 
actual race.  Instead of taking a more measured approach to these 
things I opted for a half marathon in Stafford, near my childhood 
home and much flatter than the rolling hills to be found in the 
Greater Manchester area.  I enjoy running for the many benefits it 
offers, not just helping to improve my fitness and health but also for 
the opportunity to relieve stress and give me much needed 
'headspace.'  Running outside through the winter months can be a 
challenge so a March event would inspire me to lace up the trainers, 
fix on my head torch and get out in the evenings in the cold, the 
wind and all too often the rain!  I do enjoy the rather smug feeling 
that comes from warming back up with a nice cup of tea on my 
return, knowing I've already worked out that day; 6am Boxing Day 
morning was particularly wonderful from this perspective!  
 

The day dawned and I can honestly say it was one of the most 
difficult things I've ever done!  But I did it!  In terms of my time, well I'd prefer to say it was much faster than all 
the people who sat on their sofas that day!  It wasn't impressive to say the least.  The hours of steady state 
cardio, hill-sprints and cross country training at Lyme Park did not prepare me for the agony of those last two 
miles.  However I am proud of the fact that along with raising money for Guide Dogs, I learnt a lot from the 
experience: I am much more resilient than I ever believed I could be.  And if my students learn nothing more 
than that from hearing about me droning on about running then I will be happy! 
 

As for the future?  Well, strength training is now something I am adding to my workouts because I am pretty 
sure there is another half marathon in me in a year or two.  For now though, well, there was some talk of a 
BCEHS team entry into the Bury 10K - watch this space.” 

Mrs L Brannon-Barnett 
 

“Pupils have long endured assemblies in Year 7 about my cycling and the races I compete in with themes of 
resilience and hard work.   have an absolute love and passion for my cycling.  Running on the other hand ...! 
As I have spoken about over the last few months in school, I have had a huge desire to raise awareness of 
mental health illness and help reduce the stigma associated with it.  I wanted to set myself a challenge to help 
raise money and awareness that was not going to be something I would find comfortable (such as cycling) 
and this ended up with me signing up for the London 
Marathon raising money for MIND as part of the Heads 
Together campaign.  The training over the months was not 
pleasant - I struggle bio-mechanically to run and I was often 
in a lot of pain but I managed to get there on the 23 April.  
The highlight was probably just before the Cutty Sark I saw 
a Heads Together cheering point so I made my way across 
to cheer them for cheering us and there, from nowhere, was 
Prince William cheering and shouting my name!  The low 
point was definitely around 18 miles when my knee was in 
incredible pain.  As difficult, emotionally and physically, as 
the day was, it was a hugely special day.” 

Mr P Guest 



MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK 
 
In February we had a Mental Health Awareness week in school that I was incredibly passionate about 
delivering.  During the week a number of activities took place (too many to list!).  I led a personal assembly 
about my own journey and why I had decided to raise awareness and funds - this seemed to be very well 
received by the pupils, many of whom were incredibly sweet and supportive following it.  Miss Leng ran a 
Boot Camp session to help encourage pupils to see the benefits of physical exercise for mental well-being. 
In many lessons across the curriculum staff delved in to various aspects of emotional well-being and 
mental health (such as Mrs Warburton looking at how food can affect mood).  Rochdale MIND were heavily 
involved in running a Year 11 day on emotional well-being and they also helped organise an evening for 
parents who wanted to learn more - a huge thank you to them for their involvement.  We also had 
fundraising in school which helped us to raise in excess of £600.  Below are some of the views from pupils 
that were involved. 

Mr P Guest 
 
 
After hearing Mr Guest‟s assembly called „Tears and Fears‟ Bella in Year 7 realised how important the 
topic of Mental Health was and she wanted to do something about it.  This is her account, “Mr Guest had 
explained his story with lots of emotion leaving me with a powerful thought in my head for a long while 
afterwards. 
 
I could relate to everything Mr Guest said because a few of my family members had dealt with anxiety 
recently and in the past and it does make an impact. 
 
To help, I used my Archbishop of York award as an opportunity to raise money for MIND.  In total I raised 
£60 for the charity plus £15 worth of gift aid because I posted it on to Mr Guest‟s marathon fund raising 
website.  I held a Bake Sale with a few friends at my local church during their Coffee Morning which 
everyone enjoyed.  We didn‟t sell all of the treats so we trekked all around our local community in the 
pouring rain, attempting to sell everything.  Which we did! 
 
I found this small project very rewarding, and the feeling that such a small donation like this could make a 
difference to somebody‟s life.  It made it all worthwhile.” 

Bella, Year 7 
 
 
Other pupils also under took to raise funds for MIND and raise awareness of mental health.  This is what 
Harriet did, “Many pupils, including me and teachers baked beautiful cakes for a Mental Health Awareness 
Bake Sale.  The Bake Sale took place in the middle of the schools‟ Mental Health Week and raised 
£304.40 for the charity MIND.  The money we raised for MIND will go to supporting teenagers in our local 
area struggling with their mental health.  The sale, run by Miss Schofield was in participation of the Mental 
Health Awareness Week arranged by Mr Guest.” 

Harriet 
 
 
On Monday 13 February 2017 Year 11 were involved in a Deeper Learning Day which was about raising 
more awareness about mental health and the charity MIND.  They also learnt about how to deal with exam 
stress and how to cope with bereavements.  Ellie and Alice wrote this account from the day, “We found the 
day was very helpful and informative but the day also gave us a greater understanding about the amount 
of people that are suffering from mental health problems.  The day made Year 11s more aware about how 
important it is to offer support to anyone who opens up about having a mental health problem and the 
importance of raising money to help charities like MIND that help young people with mental health 
problems.” 

Ellie & Alice, Year 11 


