
16 March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am writing to update you on what we are doing as a school in light of the governments guidance 
on the coronavirus changing to the “contain” phase. 
 
I would like to reassure you that we are taking all the steps necessary to protect our community 
and plan as best we can for future events.  I appreciate your understanding and support at this 
time. 
 
What is the current situation? 

• The school remains open  - this is the official guidance currently given by the government 

• Pupils should attend school unless they feel unwell.  If your child has any of the following 
symptoms, they should self-isolate at home for 7 days: 

- A new, continuous cough and/or 
- A high temperature 

If your child is unwell, please report this by telephoning the school 
 

• Sporting fixtures are postponed from today onwards 

• Year 8 Options evening on Wednesday 18th March 2020 is cancelled  

• Lower and Upper school assemblies are cancelled 

• Pupils are being reminded through form time about regular hand washing and reminder 
diagrams are displayed around the school. 

 
What we need you to do 
- Should you have recently changed your contact details, you are asked to inform the school 

office as soon as possible via the school email address:  offman@burychurch.bury.sch.uk  

- should your child feel anxious www.youngminds.org.uk have practical steps to support your 
child with these feelings 

- if your child becomes ill in school and we contact you, please come to school to collect them 
as soon as practical 

- to ensure the school is well prepared in the event of remote learning, we ask you to ensure 
your child has access to Show My Homework from home.  Please inform the school if you have 
any issues. 

 
What happens if we have higher than normal numbers of staff absence? 

- If the school experiences higher than normal staff absence, we will do everything we can to 
remain open but will prioritise our GCSE exam classes, and we reserve the right to open 
partially for other year groups.  This, however, would be a last resort. 

 
What happens if the school has to close? 

- We will only close if officially advised by the government or we do not have sufficient staffing 
to safely run the school 

 

mailto:offman@burychurch.bury.sch.uk
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/


In either case, we will:  
- Advise parents/carers via the usual means of text/email and the school website 
- inform parents/carers by text/email and the school website when the school is to re-open 
- provide work through the Show My Homework platform for pupils to complete in the event of a 

closure 
 

If you want to know more about the symptoms of coronavirus, please visit: 
 https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  
 
I appreciate that this is a difficult time and we are all worried about the impact this might have on 
our community.  Our aim in the coming weeks will be to educate the pupils and reduce anxiety.  
 
I would personally like to thank you for continuing to work with us and your support as we take 
decisions in order to protect the health and wellbeing of all in our school community. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mrs T Astley 
Acting Headteacher 
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